P.O. BOX 490 


MADISON. WISCONSIN 53701 


LAKE MENDOTA AT WISCONSIN AVENUE 


August 6, 1977 


Dear Harold, 

Thanks much for your recent letters of 5/19 and 8/1. 

I was very pleased to hear about the fine medical care you received 
at Georgetown University ^Hospital. It's sad how rare it has become 
in this world to be, treated like a human being. I M know how rarely 
even I have had such good experiences. It's a sad A commentary on how 
far the human race has "progressed" thfct such behavior is rare and to 
be appreciated# . In any event, it was a pleasure to read your letter. 

I could get some of the joy vicariously. 

As much as I support pre-paid health care (Health Maintenance 
Organizations, Group Health, etc.) the sort of care you got at Groug> 
Health is not uncommon. Sadly, it is not that uncommon in general 
medical practice, so I'm not sure that group health plans are any 
worse. But, if you have anything complicated, it is best to go else- 
where . 

I suspect, in your debate with Paul, that Paul has simply gotten 
angry and that the specifics of the argument are no longer relevent 
to him. I have trouble believing that he would not eschew such standards 
of " scholarship . " 

Again, I wish I could shed some light on things, but the Alvarez 
thing has always confused me insofar as both Alvarez and Paul are con- 
cerned. Even knowing Paul has never helped me understand how he got 
into that. Two facets keep cropping up in my mind when I think of it: 

1. The tendency of a student to be excited by, and honored by contact 
with a big name in his field, and the likelihood that such a person 
would not be quite as critical as he or she would under other circum- 
stances; 2. Paul's dislike of Mi black-and-white assertions made by 
anyone, especially persons with limited knowedge of an area, which 
undoubtedly led to some interest in seeing critics reminded that nothing 
is 100% and that sometimes things which seem obvious are not that clear 
when all alternatives are examined. (I think Paul has always been upset 
at all the speculation in the medical area and has always been far more 
comfortable with issues relating# to a comparison of what two doauments 
said. Although your work has spanned both areas, his has not. I am 
reminded of a comment Dave Lifton made many years ago about Paul's 
approach to things — something to the effect that as Paul told the 
story, he had "allegedly" hitchhiked to a specific place, pending 
verification. 

As I've said in the past, while I think a reasonable person 
could, and shoihld question any flat assertion about the movement of 




the head, and that some responsible research would have been helpful, 
Alvarlez began from a clearcut bias and did poor research, especially 
in terms of how far he generalized his findings. It had a blatant 
political purpose, even if it was only to push Alvarez's personal views 
and had nothing to do with the govennment. I am outraged that while 
such research was never done during the WC investigation and while the 
head hit was not dealt with in the first place, another organ of the 
government spent my tax money subsidizing this sort of work. 

So, despite all this conjecture, I really don't feel I can shed 
a scintilla of light on the whole affair. At the very least it has 
been an unfortunate!# #time waste and also led to disunity. 

I haven't heard from Paul in a while although he did mail me 
some xeroxes. By the way, thanks much for the newspaper clippings. 

Since I last wrote, I think, two major things have happened: 

1. I was selected to lead a Friendship Tour of the People's Republic 
of China in Sept. , and will be gone for § weeks from Sept. 10 

until Oct. 3. It's a childhood fantasy come true and I'm very ex- 
cited. We'll be in Peking, Chengchow, Wushi , and Shanghai. I spent 
lust weekend in Chicago at an orientation and will be busy preparing 
until the trip comes off. It's not an ordinary trip to some foreign 
place. I finally bought a camera and- am learning to take photos. 

2. Our center was chosen for the 1977 Gold Achievement Award of the 
Hospital dnd Community Psychiatry dvision of the Ameriaan Psychiatric 

Association. It will be awarded on Oct. 4 in San Francisco, and I'm 
expected to go out to reeceive it. So, I will stop there on the way 
back from China . 

In addition, after all of these years, our center has a signed 
purchase agreement for the house we operate out of. It looks like 
the mortgage will come through and we may own it by Sept. 1. That 
will be a headache of many years finally ended. 

Well, back to the grind. Please give my warm regards to Lil. 

I will have trouble corresponding until after I return from China, 
but will try to stay in touch. 


Ta#ke care. 



